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FACULTY GUESTS
The Harmonie Group & Canadian Litigation Counsel would like to thank the following industry 
leaders for their participation in our 2018 Fall Conference. We are especially appreciative of 
them sharing their knowledge and insights into their respective fields and areas of expertise.
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CHERYL BEASLEY
Director of Risk & Compliance
Ted’s Montana Grill

Cheryl Beasley is the Director of  Risk & Compliance 
for Atlanta based Ted’s Montana Grill, the 45-unit 
restaurant company owned by media entrepreneur, 
philanthropist and environmentalist Ted Turner and 
restauranteur George McKerrow Jr. In this leadership 
role, she is responsible for all Risk assessments to 
reduce liability, claims and total cost affiliated with 
these as well as regulatory compliance issues.

NATHAN BROWN
Corporate Counsel
The Kroger Co.

Nathan Brown is Corporate Counsel for The Kroger 
Co. where he manages all tort litigation for Kroger 
and as well as providing general legal counsel to its 
Smith’s, King Soopers, Fry’s and Dillon’s grocery 
divisions. Mr. Brown also provides legal support 
to Kroger’s Asset Protection team. Prior to joining 
Kroger, he was an Assistant General Counsel for 
Walmart Stores, Inc. working in its litigation and 
corporate practice groups.

MELINDA CARLSON
Vice President, Legal
Auto-Owners Insurance Company

Melinda Carlson is the Vice President, Legal, for 
Auto-Owners Insurance Co. She has worked for the 
company for over 20 years. Prior to joining Auto-
Owners in 1997, she worked in private practice at a 
Lansing-based law firm. Ms. Carlson received her JD 
from The University of  Michigan in 1995.

BRADLEY A. CARL
Vice President & Assistant  
General Counsel
Clean Harbors Environmental  
Services, Inc.

Brad Carl is VP and Assistant General Counsel 
for Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Inc., 
a position he has held since December 2012 when 
Clean Harbors acquired his former company, Safety-
Kleen Systems, Inc. He held the same positions at 
Safety-Kleen from 2002 until the acquisition. Mr. 
Carl was General Counsel for a technology start up 
from 1996 to 2002 and before that was in private 
practice in Detroit, where he focused on toxic 
tort, products liability, and employment litigation. 
He manages all non-environmental litigation and 
disputes for the company, including extensive 
experience with class actions, development and 
management of  a national counsel program for 
products liability claims, and support of  insured 
claims under the company’s Risk Management 
program.
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CHRISTOPHER A. CARUCCI
Client Executive Director 
Gallagher Bassett

Christopher A. Carucci is Client Executive Director 
for Gallagher Bassett. His responsibilities include 
oversight of  large national accounts and litigation 
management. Previously, Mr. Carucci was in a 
claim leadership role at Everest National Insurance 
Company. He is a member of  the American Bar 
Association, the New York Bar Association, the 
Claims and Litigation Management Alliance 
(Advisory Board Member), the Federation of  
Defense and Corporate Counsel, and the Defense 
Research Institute. He is a professor at the CLM 
Litigation Management Institute and a frequent 
speaker at industry events on topics including claim 
management, litigation management and good faith 
claim handling. 

JEAN-FRANÇOIS L. DENIS
Director of Operations
SNC-Lavalin

As SNC-Lavalin’s Director of  Legal Operations, Mr. 
Denis strives to develop innovative strategies that will 
allow in-house counsel to optimize their capacity to 
provide sound legal advice to their internal clients. Our 
goal is to transform our company’s legal department 
into a center of  excellence.

Mr. Denis’ main topics of  interest include:
• Mentoring/coaching
• Legal analytics
• Innovation
• Process improvement
• Professional development
• Employee experience
• Corporate culture

BETH EDINGER TJ ENGLAND
Director of Risk 
SuperShuttle International, Inc.

Chief Legal Officer
C.R. England, Inc.

• Born in Chicago, IL
• In the insurance industry for over 25 years
• Claims Examiner for a mono-line WC carrier
• Account Manager for mono-line WC carrier
• Commercial Insurance Broker licensed in AZ 

and NM
• Director of  Risk for Transdev on Demand – 

with subsidiary SuperShuttle for over 15 years

TJ England is Chief  Legal Officer at C.R. England, 
Inc., which is one of  the nation’s largest refrigerated 
freight carriers. Mr. England manages C.R. England’s 
legal department and oversees all legal, regulatory, 
and labor relations matters. He is also a member of  
C.R. England’s Board of  Directors. Additionally, 
Mr. England serves as a member of  the American 
Trucking Associations (ATA) Board of  Directors and 
serves as Chairman of  the ATA Labor and Regulatory 
Policy Committee. Prior to C.R. England, he was in 
private practice at the Utah law firm of  Ray Quinney 
& Nebeker and also worked for the litigation center of  
the ATA in Arlington, Virginia. Mr. England received 
a bachelor’s degree in finance from the University 
of  Utah and his juris doctorate from the George 
Washington University Law School.
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TODD L. FULKS LESLIE LEAZER
Associate General Counsel
Clayton Homes

VP Claims & Litigation
Knight-Swift Transportation Holdings, Inc.

Todd L. Fulks is Associate General Counsel for 
Clayton Homes in Maryville, TN. Since joining 
Clayton in 2005, Mr. Fulks has managed litigation 
nationwide. The Company’s litigation covers 
numerous substantive areas of  law and levels of  
exposure. Prior to coming to Clayton, Mr. Fulks 
worked for three years in a large, private firm and 
spent one year in the Office of  the General Counsel 
for the Tennessee Valley Authority in Knoxville, TN. 

Leslie Leazer is currently the Director of  Corporate 
Claims and Litigation for Knight-Swift Transportation 
Holdings, Inc. in Phoenix, AZ. She possesses 30 years 
of  experience in the insurance industry, primarily 
handling Commercial Auto Liability. Mrs. Leazer 
has additional prior experience with Self  Insured 
Companies as well as extensive expertise in coverage 
issues. Prior to her employment with Knight, 
she was the Claims/Litigation Manager at Swift 
Transportation Co., Inc., and Budget Rent-A-Car. 
She also worked at Transamerica Insurance Company, 
American Family Insurance and Scottsdale Insurance 
Company.

DYLAN LEWIS MATTHEW MORRISON 
Chairman of the Board, Chief Strategy  
Officer, and General Counsel
Orbital Engineering, Inc.

Vice President, Technical Claims 
Amerisure Mutual Insurance Company

Dylan C. Lewis serves as Chairman of  the Board, 
Chief  Strategy Officer and General Counsel for 
Orbital Engineering, Inc., President and General 
Counsel for Jobtec, Inc., and Vice President and 
General Counsel for Orbital Technical Solutions, Inc. 
He is committed to continued professional growth 
through ongoing education and educating others. 
Mr. Lewis believes in corporate responsibility through 
community service and community outreach. He 
has a varied legal and professional background 
enabling him to seek cross-discipline solutions to 
complex organizational problems, as well as a history 
of  working with a broad range of  sophisticated 
organizations in both their legal and executive 
decision-making processes.

In his current position with Amerisure, Matthew 
Morrison is responsible for technical outcomes of  
Claims for all Lines of  Business including General 
Liability, Auto, Workers Compensation and 
Property.  He also manages centers of  expertise 
that focus on the handling of  Construction Defect, 
Asbestos, and Environmental claims. Additionally, 
he has accountability for litigation management 
programs and SIU. Prior to joining Amerisure in 
2013, Mr. Morrison was Vice President of  Casualty 
& Claims Legal for QBE North America from 
2009 to 2013. Prior to that, he worked for General 
Casualty Insurance from 2001 to 2009 in a variety 
of  roles including Claim Attorney and Assistant Vice 
President of  Liability & Litigation. Prior to joining 
General Casualty, he was in private practice in Illinois 
representing insurers and insureds in coverage matters 
as well as liability litigation.
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THOMAS J. PETERMANN
Assistant General Counsel
AMSTED Industries Incorporated

Thomas J. Petermann, a graduate of  Loyola 
University of  Chicago and Chicago Kent College 
of  Law, has been practicing law for 43 years. For the 
past 39 years he has been an employee of  AMSTED 
Industries Incorporated, a diversified manufacturer 
of  railroad, vehicular and industrial products. He was 
appointed to the position of  Assistant General Counsel 
in 1989. His responsibilities include management of  all 
litigation, including products liability, employment and 
commercial. He also provides legal guidance to the 
engineering, sales and human resources departments 
of  the seven companies owned by AMSTED. He is 
also responsible for compliance.  AMSTED is one of  
the largest employee owned companies having over 
53 locations in nine countries. It has approximately 
11,000 employees with sales in excess of  $3 Billion.

SARAH E. POTTER
Associate General Counsel
BrightSpring Health Services (formerly ResCare)

Corporate Profile

BrightSpring Health Services is the new name for 
Kentucky-based ResCare, the parent company of  
a family of  brands and services that provides both 
clinical and nonclinical habilitative care services for 
people of  all ages and health and skill levels, across 
home and community settings.

As care preferences and health care needs are 
changing, BrightSpring’s new name reflects the 
company’s evolution that began nearly two years 
ago to successfully meet the multifaceted and 
multidisciplinary requirements of  the populations it 
serves amid this changing health care landscape.

ResCare, Inc., founded and headquartered in 
Louisville, Kentucky, is dedicated to impacting 
communities for the better with a mission to help 
people live their best life. As the largest diversified 
health and human services provider in the U.S., 
ResCare is the largest private provider of  services 
to people with disabilities, the largest privately-
owned home care company, the largest provider of  
specialized high-acuity neuro-rehab in community 
settings and the largest career center workforce 
contractor in the U.S.

LLOYD SHADLEY GARY STEPHEN
Claims Manager
Budco Group/ Parsec Inc. 

Executive Vice President
PURE Group of  Insurance Companies

Mr. Shadley joined Parsec, Inc. in 1999 as a 
Claims Specialist focusing primarily on Workers’ 
Compensation claims and Property Damage 
claims. Since then, he has branched into handling 
litigation matters in Bodily Injury Claims, Auto 
Claims, Employment Claims, and Third Party suits. 
Having a close working relationship with the Safety 
Department and the Operations Department of  
our 2500 employee company has provided me the 
opportunity to have a thorough understanding of  the 
challenges facing our industry.

Gary Stephen is Executive Vice President of  Claims 
and Risk Management for PURE Insurance, based 
in White Plains, NY. PURE is the only carrier in 
the United States that is exclusively focused on the 
highly affluent marketplace. In his current role, Mr. 
Stephen is responsible for building an organization 
that provides exemplary claim service to its insureds as 
well as advice and services to promote the safety and 
security of  their families and property.


